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NEWSLETTER & MEETING NOTICE
[ZlWe’re back at Florida Medical Center

V MEETING NOTICE V

JUNE 13,2008 11 a.m. FLORIDA MEDICAL CENTER
5000 W. OAKLAND PARK BLVD.

We'ne honored to welcome an cutstanding asseciation baw expert
Je discuss new legislation and answen your questions

DONNA D. BERGER, ESQ.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY ADVOCACY NETWORK (CAN)

OFten. Judge Qisele Pollach witl install
oun newly elected Officers and Board of Dinectors

Reservations are a MUST! Phone 1-866-880-0484 before June 10




1.

BROWARD COALITION
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 2008-09

FEDERAL

Support Homeowners Insurance Defense Act to create an insurance safety net.

STATE

. Discontinue putting loopholes in legislation.

. Continue advocating for Homeowners Insurance Defense Act.

. Give Department of Business & Professional Regulation subpoena power.

. All persons testifying on legislation at all levels must be placed under oath.

. All lobbyists must reveal payments by clients. Everything lobbyists get, and everything they

give, whether contributions, gifts. etc., is added to the cost of doing business. Government
(taxpayers) pays more for everything the clients provide.

. Prohibit all elected officials (national, state or local) from lobbying, and continue ban until

two years after they’ve left office.

. Retired administrators at all levels of government shall not be rehired unless the employer

can document that there are no other qualified persons for the position.

. All statewide elected officials must put stock holdings in blind trusts before taking office.

. Audit and inventory social service agencies to determine actual administrative costs and

actual services given to clients. Define “administration” and put limits on spending.
The non-profit sector is the fourth largest employer in the state.

10. Government at all levels must contract with an outside consultant, from outside the tri-

city, county or state area, in order to consolidate departments/services and ensure maximum
efficiency in spending tax dollars.



WHAT PASSED THIS SESSION
(To be continued as Governor Crist signs/vetoes bills)
Insurance Rate freeze--Freeze Citizens rates through Jan. 1, 2010
Doubled fines— Fine insurers up to $40,000 for unfair trade practices

Nonpayment---Consumers could sue insurers for refusing to pay undisputed part of claim
in 90 days

Use and file — Ban insurers, through 2009, from charging a rate before approval by
regulators

Dropped policies — Insurers would have to give notice before dropping more than
10,000 policies in a year

Transparency — Make the state's actuaries' work open to public review

Insurer loans — Borrow $250-million from Citizens to fund low-interest loans for startup
insurers

Citizens study — Commission to study state-run insurer

My Safe Florida Home — Added a no-interest loan program to the state’s hurricane
mitigation program for homeowners

U.S. flag — Give homeowners the right to fly U.S. flag or military flag on free-standing
pole.

Highest and best — Limit assessment practice known as "highest and best" in which
commercial property is valued at its future potential, not current use

Coral reefs — Ban dumping sewage off state's east coast but not until 2025
Foreclosure fraud — Increase disclosure requirements for foreclosure-related services

Annuity regulation — Increase penalties on sellers who pressure elderly to buy annuities
they don't need or want



Hurricane Season 2008: Vulnerable Population Registry

To help first responders better plan for Broward County’s most vulnerable residents in
an emergency, the County, in cooperation with all municipalities, launched a Vulnerable
Population Registry last year. Local governments are continuing to compile a list of
residents who, because of age, disability and mobility, might encounter difficulty in
evacuating during an emergency.

While the registry does not guarantee priority response or services, it will help local
governments prepare to assist their most vulnerable residents after a disaster. Each city
may use the Vulnerable Population Registry differently, based on the city’s recovery
effort. Residents can register online by visiting www.broward.org and clicking on
Vulnerable Population Registry, listed under Top Online Services on the right portion of
your screen. To register by phone, call the Broward County Call Center, 954-831-4000.
Caregivers, relatives, neighbors and friends should suggest this registry to those who
might be considered vulnerable during an emergency or storm. All information will be
held in strictest confidence, as required by state law.

Online Consumer Newsletter Alerts Residents to Scams, Schemes

Broward County’s Consumer Affairs Division has released the latest edition of The Educated
Consumer, an electronic publication, which contains the latest news on consumer issues and
trends in scams and schemes. To view the newsletter, visit www.broward.org/consumer and click
on Newsletter. For a free subscription, email consumer@broward.org.

Subscribe to Free Hurricane Update eMail System

To subscribe to Broward County’s free Hurricane Update eMail System, visit

www broward.org/hurricane. The system provides residents with important information from the
Broward County Emergency Operations Center before, during and after a hurricane. eMail
notifications will be sent to subscribers with news about hurricane watches and warnings,
evacuation orders, recommended protective actions and related public safety information.



“Ask Lori...Parrish on Appraisal”

Broward County Property Appraiser Lori Parrish Answers
Your Questions...

“Taxpayer Protection Alert!”

Dear Lori,
I received an email last week at our title company office. Every agent received the
same email from an on line company selling what’s called a Homestead Declaration.
I think your office should let taxpayers know what this is - and it’s not the same as a
Homestead Exemption.

J.R,, Fort Lauderdale, FL (via erail)

Every year brings another example of creative companies trying to sell services aimed at
Broward County homeowners. The debtor/creditor protections granted by Florida law
are entirely unrelated to any functions of the Property Appraiser — but we can point you
in the right direction. The confusion arises because Florida law has a least three separate
sets of legal rights — all vaguely related through the concept of permanent residency,
which are all named “homestead.”

Our office handles matters involving the $50,000 Homestead Exemption on property
taxes on a primary residence. This type of “homestead” is covered by Chapter 196,
Florida Statues. Chapter 196, however has nothing to do with debtor/creditor protection.
Another provision of Florida law entitled “homestead” ensures a will is probated in the
county of the last permanent residence of the decedent. The so-called “Homestead
Declaration” relates to Florida’s debtor/creditor protections for a primary residence,
found in Chapter 222, Florida Statutes. Please pay specific attention io Section 222.01,
Florida Statutes, which has a sample of the Notice of Homestead form you must file with
Broward County Recording Division to take advantage of these legal rights after a final
judgment is entered against you in court. Any Florida bankruptcy attorney should also be
familiar with this.

However, if you are not dealing with a possible bankruptcy situation or facing creditors
who are seeking to take your home, you do not need to be very concerned with the
Chapter 222 “homestead” protections at this time.

Sincerely,

Loni

If you have a question for Lori, please call her office at 954-357-6904, or write to her at the Broward
County Property Appraiser’s Office, 115 South Andrews Avenue, Room 111, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301.






