








over the years. Both the federal and Florida laws require the association to grant a reasonable
accommodation to an owner or occupant with a disability. The key word here is reasonable.
The association is entitled to obtain information that it feels is necessary to evaluate whether the
service animal is needed for the particular disability in question. It is also reasonable to evaluate
the language used in the medical professional’s diagnosis and prescription to determine whether
there are alternatives to treating the disability which would not require the owner to violate the
covenants and restrictions. The quest for any information that might be needed to assist the
board in this process should be handled with a high degree of delicacy and sensitivity.

Once it has been determined that the owner has a verifiable handicap which limits one or more
major life activities and that the prescription from a licensed medical professional clearly
outlines that a service animal is the preferred treatment for the impairment, the only remaining
chore for the board is to ensure that maintaining the animal on the association premises does not
destroy other owners’ peaceful enjoyment. One way to do this is for the association to enter into
a customized agreement with the owner regarding the maintenance of the service animal. These
agreements should not be unreasonable and should be tailored to the type of service animal
being used. For example, an 8-pound Yorkie being used for an emotional disability will not
create the same concerns for possible common area destruction as a 65-pound Golden Retriever
being used as a seeing-eye dog. Some boards may, among other terms and conditions, require a
common area damage deposit (only if there is the foreseeability of damage as outlined by the
example above) or proof of adequate liability insurance as a condition for approval.

It is also a good idea for every board in a common interest ownership community to have rules in
place regarding how owners should submit service animal requests and the items the board can
and should request to evaluate those requests since they are becoming more prevalent all the
time. It is also important to use the proper terminology when dealing with these animals while
they are on the association’s premises. Remember these are supposed to be Aservice animals@
and not pets. Keeping that in mind might make it easier for other owners to understand why
some owners have animals in the community despite the “no pet” policy that was in place when
they purchased.
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WHAT YOU SHOULD DO TO RECEIVE THE BENEFITS FROM AMENDMENT ONE
Information from Governor Charlie Crist

On January 29, 2008, an overwhelming 64 percent of Florida voters helped change Florida’s
property tax system. To receive some of the benefits of the changes enacted on January 29,
certain homeowners must take action by March 1, 2008.

The Constitutional amendment created four new opportunities for taxpayers to obtain tax relief:
1.  Increased homestead exemption
2. Portability of “Save our Homes” benefit
3. $25,000 exemption for tangible personal property
4. 10 percent annual assessment cap for non-homestead property

What taxpayers must do to receive these new benefits:
1. Increased homestead exemption — Homeowners that are currently receiving the
homestead exemption will automatically receive the increased homestead
exemption. Neo action is necessary.

2.Portability of “Save our Homes " benefits —If you received the homestead exemption
in 2007 on a home that you sold or otherwise abandoned during 2007 and have
purchased a new home by January 1, 2008, you are eligible to take some or all of
the benefit of “Save our Homes” to your new home. In order to receive this benefit,
you must apply by March 1, 2008 to your property appraiser for your new
homestead exemption and for the transfer of the “Save Our Homes” benefit to your
new homestead for 2008. Portability applies to homes purchased in 2007 and
later, and the benefit is capped at $500,000.

3. $25,000 exemption for tangible personal property — Tangible personal property taxes
apply only to certain taxpayers in Florida — typically businesses and certain owners
of mobile homes. The tax does not apply to homesteaded property. In order to
receive the $25,000 exemption for tangible personal property, taxpayers subject to
the tax must file a tangible personal property return with their property
appraiser by April 1, 2008.

4. 10 percent limit on annual assessment increases for non-homestead property — The
10 percent limitation does not apply until 2009. No application is necessary for
2008.

If you have any questions about what action you must take to receive these new benefits, please
contact your local property appraiser. For information on how to contact Florida’s property

appraisers, go to http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/property/appraisers html.

Apply by March 1, 2008, to transfer your “Save Our Homes” benefit to your new home.

The Florida homestead exemption "Save Our Homes" benefit is now "portable” because of the
passage of the constitutional amendment on January 29, 2008, The "Save Our Homes" benefit is
the difference between the assessed value and market value of a homestead property due to the
annual limit on increases in assessed value. Portability means that, from now on, you can transfer
some or all of your old home's "Save Our Homes" benefit to your new home.

You must apply to your property appraiser to transfer your "Save Our Homes" benefit.



Portability for 2008

Portability first becomes available for homeowners who had a 2007 homestead exemption on
their Former home and established a new homestead by January 1,2008.

If you moved into a new home by January 1, 2008, you have through March 1, 2008, to apply to
your property appraiser for your new homestead exemption and for the transfer of the “Save Our
Homes” benefit to your new homestead for 2008.

If you have already applied for a homestead exemption on your new home, you must complete a
separate application by March 1, 2008, to transfer the "Save Our Homes" benefit to your new
homestead.

Portability for 2009 and after
If you move into a new home after January 1, 2008, and prior to January 1, 2009, and had a
previous homestead exemption in either 2007 or 2008, you must apply for your 2009 homestead
exemption and the transfer of your "Save Our Homes" benefit by March 1, 2009.

In future years, you will be able to transfer your “Save Our Homes™ benefit to a new home if you
had the homestead exemption on your old home in either of the two preceding years.




COOPERATIVE FEEDING PROGRAM
A LIFENET4FAMILIES

FOOD » COUNSELING <« TRAINING « EMPLOYMENT

When families fall info economic hardship, the Cooperative Feeding
Program provides food and support to help them out of the throes of
difficult times. Please remember to support CFP at
www.feedingbroward.org.

Remember the October 2008 Broward Coalifion Food Drive to help less
fortunate families of Broward Counfy

Coalition members, it's important that you start now to organize.

ﬁ Call Robin Moselle, Committee Chair 954-587-1968 x 923

We need the names of youn contact people for each of your buildings. Be proactive!
You did a wonderful job bast year, and we’tl do even mone this time! Thank you se
much.

Charity Navigator gives the Cooperative Feeding Program 4 STARS!

BUDGET AND TAXATION REFORM COMMISSION

The Florida Budget & Taxation Reform Commission has its own website. Log onto
www floridatbrc.org/ . You’ll see the members with email links to each, as well as the
proposals they’ve made so far. Each proposal shows whether it got enough votes to
be sent on to the Legislature, or be placed on the November ballot as a Constitutional
Amendment. Phone 1-850-921-8905. Allan Bense is the Chairman.

You can send suggestions to the members and ask for clarification of anything
they’ ve proposed. Most of what’s proposed won’t get on a ballot, but if something
gets “legs” it moves quickly. One interesting proposal would institute the “LL Bean
tax.” Florida would collect taxes on internet sales.

So far the site shows 51 proposals.





