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NEWSLETTER & MEETING NOTICE

Happy Thanksgiving!

Ao O

¥V MEETING NOTICE ¥
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9,2007 11:00 AM.  FLORIDA MEDICAL CENTER

WHAT NOW, PROPERTY TAXES???

BROWARD COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER

LORI PARRISH -~

westoNMAY OR ERIC HERSH

¥l RSWP = 1-866-884-3627 BEFORE NOVEMBER 7



WESTON MAYORER CHERSH

Mayor Hersh has served Weston as an €l ected officia since 1993. He was
Vice Chairman - Indian Trace Community Development Digtrict from
1993-1996, and after the incorporationof Weston, was elected as a
Commissioner of the City of Weston, holdingthat position from
1996-2001.

He was elected Mayor in 2001, and currently he isin his second term,
having been re-elected in 2005.

Heis on the Board of Directorsof the Broward County Resource Recovery
Board, asthe Broward County League of Cities appointee.

Professonally, Mayor HershisaFinancial Advisor & Wedth Management
Specidid, Vice-Presdent-Investments,and the Weston Branch Manager of
Raymond James & Associates, Inc. He has served as amember of the
Executive Council of Raymond James and on the Board of Governorsof the
FloridaSecurities Dedlers Association. Raymond JamesisaNew Y ork
Stock Exchange member, full service securitiesand investment firm

A competitiveice hockey player and youth hockey coach, the Mayor livesin
Weston with hiswifeLaurie, and histwo children, Stephanie and Matthew.

Origindly from Montred, Canada, Mayor Hersh moved to South Floridain
1977 and has resided in Weston since 1991.



JURY DUTY SCAM: Thanksto Bill Kling for this heads-up

Thishasbeen verified by the FBI (their link is also included below). Please passthis on
to everyonein your email addressbook. It is spreading fast so be prepared should you get
thiscall. Mot of ustake summonsfor jury duty serioudly, but enough people skip out on
their civic duty, that a new and ominouskind of scam has surfaced

Thecaller claimsto beajury coordinator. If you protest that you never received a
summons for jury duty, the scammer asksyou for your Social Security number and date
of birth S0 he or she can verify the informationand cancel the arrest warrant Give out
any of thisinformationand bingo; your identity just got stolen.

The scam has been reported so far in 11 states, including Oklahoma, Illinais,

and Colorado. This(scam) is particularly insidiousbecausethey use intimidation over the
phonetotry to bully peopleinto givinginformation by pretendingthey're with the court
system. The FBI and thefederal court system haveissued nationwideal erts on their web
sites, warning consumersabout the fraud.

For Confirmation. Check it out on thelink below :
htip://www. fbipov/pase2/junel6jury  scams060206.htm




From Miami Herald's Action Line: Transit/Carpooling not an option

L.C. writesthat in order to use nass transit, it would mean walkingor drivingthe mileto
the park and ridelot, takinga busto the Dadeland Mdll, taking the train to downtown
Miami, takingthe MetroMover and then walkingstill two moreblocks....in this heat?

That would mean a shower and changeof clothes, not too convenient. Also not
convenient is carpooling, which meanshooking up with strangers, havingto wordinate a
flexible schedule with someonee se's. Right now it only costsL.C. $6 a day for thetrip,
totally worth the convenience.

Ed note: Thisis what we said was the case for most peoplewhen they tried to get s to
vote for the tax for masstransit. Poor AM-Dade 'ers, they feli for it twice and now they're
really payingthe price.



"Ask Lori...Parrish on Appraisal”

Broward County Property Appraiser Lori Parrish Answers
Your Questions...

" Disappointed in Property Tax Cuts?"

Dear Lori,

With the housing market in a tailspin with weak sales and stalled prices, we now
have the Florida Legidature fumbling over tax reform. My question is simple:
"Why haven't my taxes dropped likea rock?"

S.G, Pompano Beach, FL

Taxpayers are disgppointed they aren't seeing bigger savings from the much-touted property
tax cuts. Floridalaw sets January 1 as the assessment date each year for determining both value
and exemption eigibility. While January 1, 2007 isthe date used in setting your market value, the
value is based upon the sales of similar propertiesin the same or comparable subdivisions,
neighborhoods or condominiums from January 1,2007 back through January 2, 2006. If market
valuescontinue to drop in 2007, resulting in lower sales prices, these changeswill be reflected on
your 2008 proposedtax notice and subsequenttax bill. Likewise, in ayear when valuesincrease,
thoseincreasesin valuewill not bereflected until the following tax year.

Property values increased an average of 10 % in Broward last year, increasing the taxable
vaue of dl property in the county from $157.4 billion to $176.4 billion. Although the volume of
sales dowed last year, sales prices in most of the county did not begin to fall until the 2007
calendar year. Once again, 2007 assessments are based on 2006 sal es prices.

The good newsis Homestead Exemption and Save Our Homes preventsthe taxablevalue of a
property fram increasing more than 3 % per year, for 2007 the SOH increaseis2.5 %. However,
a home's market value can decline and its taxable value till increase due to a quirk in this
popular law. Save Our Homes still requiresan increasein the taxable value of a home each year
until it adjuststo market value, regardless of market conditions.

We ds0 have lots of uncertainty with the FloridaLegidature's effortsatt ax reform. Until the
legal maneuvering in Tallahasseeends, it will be hard to know what proposals are likely to be

submitted to the voters. Stay informed by visiting our website at www.bepa.net and click the
""Legidation™ menu option for future updates.

Sincerely,

Lori Parrish, CFA

If you have a question for Lari, pleesecdl he office a 954-357-6904, or write to her a the Broward
County Property Appraiser's Office, 115 South Andrews Avenue, Room 111, Fort Lauderdale, FI1. 33301.



A Messagefrom Broward County Vice-Mayor LoisWexler

| would| i e to take this opportunity to let readers know about a series of irnportant meetings concerning
public transportation that have begun to take placein Broward County. Public transportation may not be
the most exciting of topics but it is one which will have huge impacts, both economically and
environmentally, on our daily lives. Wearenow & acritical junction and something must be done soon.
Broward County's current population of 1.8 million peopleis expected to increase by 1 million by 2030.
These additiona residents wll need to get around on Broward County's already congested roads. The
Texas Trangportation Institute recently conducted a study and found that the cost of congestionin South
Horida, based on wasted time and fuel, was approximately $2.7 hillion. This is about $900 per driver;
money that | am sureBroward County residents would be happy to havein their pockets.

On October 16, 2007, Broward County held a Transit Summit at the Broward County Convention Center.
This event brought trangportation entities from the federal, state and local levels together to discussand
outlinewhat i s currently on the drawing board and what needsto be donein order to create a community-
based public transportation plan for Broward County. Transportation experts explained the complexities
involved with public transportation, and began the process of collecting community input with regard to
what thefuture of publictransportation in Broward County should be. The overall god isto put together a
public transportation plan created by the public, a plan that will take people where they tell us they want

to go!

This is where the new effort of transportation planning differs from those previoudy undertaken. In the
ped, well-intention4 groups created plansfor public transportation and then presented those plansto the
people. The public did not always buy into the creation of the plan; they were less willing to accept it,
especially consdering the coststhat would have to be assumed in order to pay for the new transportation
projects and improvements. Thework of these groupswas a noble effort and very well-intentioned, but it
was hot alwaysa grassrootseffort which i sone of the reasonsformer plansfailed.

The Transit Summit kicks off a seriesof public meetingsthat will behosted by Broward County Transit. |
hope that you will make the time to attend one of them and tell us what you would like to see in a
trangportation plan.  Public hearings are being scheduled throughout Broward County. If your
Homeowners Association or community group would be interested in hosting a meeting please call
Broward County Transit at (954) 357-8300. Currently, there are plansto hold additiona public meetings
throughout the County during the next 18-to-24 months. Thesemeetingswill be posted on our webpage at
www.broward.org/bct.

As dways, | welcome your thoughts and comments. Please fed free to contact me by phone d (954)
357-7005 or by e-mail me at lwexler@broward.org.

Best Regards,
LoisWexler

Broward County Vice-Mayor
Commissioner Digtrict #5



South FloridaSun-Sentinel.com  October 14, 2007
South Florida: Stateasks driversfor emergency information

The FloridaDepartment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehiclesisencouraging Florida
motoriststo voluntarily provide emergency contact information onlinethat can be used
by law enforcement officersin theevent of an accident.

Anyonewithavalid Floridadriver license or identification card can log on to the
department's Web site at www.hsmv,state.fl.us and enter their emergency contacts.
Theinformationis only used by law enforcement officialsto notify the designated
contactsif amotoristisseriously injured or killedin a crash, accordingto officials. About
743, 000of Florida's 18 millionlicensed driversor ID card holdersaready have
registered.

For moreinformation, visit the Web site or call 850-617- 2000.



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM

104 185- Aperson wno knowingiy signs a petrtion or petittons for a cand oate mnor podca party or an issus
more tan one 1 me commits a misgemeanar of me first aegree, p.nisnaple as provigea ms 775002 or s 775 003

I am aregistered voter of Florida and hereby petition the Secretary of State to place the following
amendment to the Florida Constitution onlhe balletinhe next general election

I AMREGISTERED TO VOTE IN COUNTY.
NAME STREET ADDRESS

Please PRINT Name as it appears on Voter 1.D. Card PRINT Current Physi cal Address ( NO PO BOXES)
CITY , FL ZIP USA COUNTY

(County of residence)

IS THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION IN SAME COUNTY?Yes _ No—
VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER -ar- DATE OF BIRTH / I

Month  Day Year
X DATE

SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON VOTER ID. CARD DATE SIGNED

BALLOT TITLE: REFERENDA REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANS.

BALLOT SUMMARY: Estabiishes that before a local government may adopt a new comprehensive
iand use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, the proposed plan or amendment shali be
subject to vote of the electors of the local government by referendum, following preparation by the
local planning agency, consideration by the governing body and notice. Provides definitions.

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT:
Article ll, Section 7. Natural resources and scenic beauty of the Florida Constitutionis amended to add the
following subsection:

Public participation in local government comprehensive land use planning benefits the conservation and protection
of Florida's natural resources and scenic beauty, and the long-term quality of life of Floridians. Therefore, before a
local govemment may adopt a new comprehensiveland use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, such
proposed plan or plan amendment shall be subject to vote of the electors of the local governmentby referendum,
following preparation by the local planning agency, consideration by the governing body as provided by general law,
and notice thereof in a local newspaper of general circulation. Notice and referendum will be as provided by general
law. This amendment shall become effective immediately upon approval by the electors of Florida.

For purposes of this subsection:

1. "Local government" means a county or municipality.

2. "Local government comprehensive land use plan" means a plan to guide and control future land development
in an area under the jurisdiction of a local govemment.

3. '"Local planning agency" means the agency of a local government that is responsible for the preparation of a
comprehensive land use plan and plan amendments after public notice and hearings and for making
recommendations to the governing body of the local governmentregarding the adoption or amendmentof a
comprehensive land use plan.

4. "Governing body" means tine board of couniy commissioners of a county, tine commission or counciloia
municipality, or the chief elected governing body of a county or municipality, however designated.

Serial Number 05-18 Date Approved June 21,2005
Return to: www.FloridaHometownDemocracy.com
Fiorida Hometown Democracy, inc., phone: {886 773-5513

email:_infofifioridahometowndemocracy.com

P.O. Box 636

New Smyrna Beach. FL 32170-0636 PLEASE DONATE! Contributions should be made
]

payabide to "Florida Hometown Damacracy, Ine”

pd.pol.adv., Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.
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THE BROWARD COALITION, INC.

Almost 200 Condominiums, Homeowner s Associations & Community Organizations

501(c)(4) not-for-profit corporation
Serving #hé Needs of Our Cormuni ty for Over 25 Years
www.browar dcoalition.org

October 11,2007
To the Florida Taxation & Budget Reform Commission
Chair, Vice-Chair, Commissioners.

Thank you for the opportunity to expressour opinions. The Broward
Coalition, Inc. representsalmost 200 condos, homeownersassociations
and community organizationscomprised of over 200,000 residents. We
have seen many attemptsat reformation over the years, and our
suggestionsare based on our observations of those attempts.

The overwhelmingneed in Floridaisfor control of government
spending, population growth and sprawl that are the major contributors
to tax and budget problems. Our members, like the mgjority of
taxpayers, need real, not illusory, insuranceand tax reform. They want
to see less, not more taxes, whether on property or purchases.

Reviewing salestax exemptionsled to the early end of political careers,
as well as media protesting being taxed, even though mediawere
clamoringfor removingexemptions. | believethat history would be
repeated, especially in light of the present economic difficulties of many
of our members. The salestax i sthe most regressive, hitting the poor
and those on fixed incomes hardest.

Upon examination of one of the largest budget items, socia services, it

Isapparent that an audit is needed to see how the millionsof dollarsare
being spent statewide. For example, Broward County publishesa listing
all of the agencies, which number in the hundreds. Certainly thousands

recelve grants statewide, all employing executive directorsand staff.

When the L egislature surveyed agenciesseveral yearsago, they
discoveredthat infar too many, more than 25% of thetotal revenue was
spent on "' administration." Duplication of servicesabounded. We
advocatehel ping those in need, and intensive auditsare required for
both fiscal and program accountability.

(con.)

CharlotteGreenbarg, President
1054 N. Northlake Drive
Hollywood, F1. 33019
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Page 2 FloridaTaxation & Budget Reform Committee October 11,2007

On astateleve, arecent audit revealed " questionable™ high appraisalsfor
environmental land purchases. This is an example of state spending that concerns
taxpayers. Another exampleisthe practice of outsourcingto savetax dollars. The firms
that are utilized are for profit, and as such we suspect end up too often costing more
than government administration would.

Internal auditsof the school district have revealed millions of dollarsthat could be
saved. When Broward Schoolsimplemented the audit recommendations of the
Workers Compensation Program, $1.5 million was saved in thefirst five months.
Audits have revealed hundreds of thousandsof dollars duefrom architectsfor errors
and omissions, much of the potential savingsare spent on attorneys feestryingto
recoup the money. School construction has spiraled so that the latest high schooal,
“LLL” built for FISH capacity of 2,248 students, cost, according to the Deputy for
Facilities, $126 million, including the auditoriumthat will be added on. Althoughmost
of the school districts capital fundsare generatedlocally, there are additional state
funds.

Broward County's audits have also shown that millions could be saved by instituting
stricter accountability for tax dollars. Airport construction management wasamong
them, revealinglax oversight for contractors' billing. A hearing officer ruled that the
County could not award a contract for busesto a company that was $16 million higher
than the competitor's bid. That this had to goto a hearingindicatesthe extent of the
problem, which we know is not limited to Broward County.

A Federal judge commentedthat Broward County isrun by lobbyists. Everything that
lobbyists get and everything that they give, whether campaign contributionsor gifts, is
rolled into what taxpayerspay for. Elected official salso function aslobbyiststo other
government entities. Spouses of el ected officials are officers in companiesthat lobby
their spouses. Incredibly, we're told the Florida Ethics Commission finds no conflict of
interest in this. We need serious reform of |obbying statutes.

Before you consider eliminatingsalestax exemptions, it isimperativeto conduct audits
and act on thefindings. Then we can sit together and discuss fiscal needs.

S'“ﬂi‘.n;l}:-_ _‘,.-"1
CharlotteGreenbarg r

President ¢





